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Buster Brown and Tige Reception at Shaw's 
Nickel Store. Location unknown , ca. 1910. 
Curt Teich Collection. 
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State and Madison: 

A Photographic Record 


By Katherine Hamilton-Smith 

"They enclosed within the frames 
of their photographs a present that 
was always instantly becoming the 
past and thereby gave Americans a 
visual history of their cities/' 

Peter Bacon Hales 
Silver Cities: The Photography 
of American Urbanization , 
1839-1915. 

How have American cities 
changed in the 20th century? How 
have they remained unchanged? 
Photography has documented 
change in this century with a 
comprehensiveness that is 
unprecedented. In the opening 
quote, Peter Hales is discussing 
photographers of 19th and 20th 
century urban America. In Hale's 
new book. Silver Cities (Temple 
University Press, 1984), he 
characterizes urban photography 
as "advertising and celebrating 
change." The images in the Curt 
Teich Postcard Collection comprise 
a huge, new resource of visual 
documents of America in the 20th 
century. Documents that do, 
indeed, celebrate change. 

Examining views of one area of a 
city over the course of many years 
reveals the extent and impact of 
change. The corner of State and 
Madison Streets in Chicago, once 
called the busiest corner in the 


world, is one of the most widely 
recognized intersections in 
America. The four views of State 
and Madison included here date 
from 1905 (view A) to the mid 1930s 
(view C) to 1984 (views B and D). 
The differences and similarities 
between these photographs are 
easily spotted. 

In the middle distance of view D, 
notice the street light banner that 
announces "Experience the new 
Chicago - State Street Mall." State 
Street is no longer a bustling 
thoroughfare of traffic and it 
arguably has lost its status as the 
best retail address in Chicago to 
the posh stores and speciality 
shops of north Michigan Avenue. 
Since 1979, State Street has been a 
pedestrian mall. One indicator of 
this change is the facade of the 
Wieboldt's store (formerly the 
Mandel Bros, store) at the 
northeast corner of State and 
Madison. Designed by Holabird 
and Roche between 1900 and 1905, 
the building had an exterior of 
terra cotta sheathing that was torn 
off to make way for the facelift or 
"modernization" of the facade in 
1978. The change gives the 
building, as Paul Gapp wrote in a 
1978 Chicago Tribune article a 
"schizophrenic suburban look." 
This was the first building along 
State Street to be so drastically 
changed to achieve the new 


"look" of the pedestrian mall. As a 
part of the mall project, the street 
was narrowed to two lanes and 
closed to privately owned vehicles. 
Now, only buses and service or 
emergency traffic are allowed. The 
sidewalks, much widened, now 
include food vendor stands, bus 
waiting shelters, information 
kiosks, and areas set aside and 
landscaped with benches for 
resting. In comparing the 
photographs, it seems that little 
room would have been found for 
such miscellany on the State Street 
of earlier in the century. 



D. Corner of State and Madison Streets, looking 
north. Chicago, 1984 . Photo : Jess Smith. 







“State and Madison, already the 
world's busiest corner, became an 
impossible mixture of street cars, 
wagons, pedestrians, and a 
sprinkling of automobiles. You 
take your life in your hands when 
you attempt to cross State Street 
with its endless rattling of wagons 
and clanging of trolley cars." 1 
These lines, written about the State 
Street of 1910, could not be written 
about the same street in 1984. One 
interesting difference between 
these photographs is the sheer 
numbers of people on the street. 
Both of the 1984 views were taken 
between noon and 12:30 p.m., a 
time of the day when one would 
expect an influx of people on the 
street; yet it seems only sparsely 
populated. Indeed, the 
photographer of the 1984 
photographs was instructed to wait 
to shoot the picture for a time 
when many people were visible. 
The 1930s view was taken at 2:30 
p.m. Note the crowds of people as 
you look north along State 
Street... so dense as to be almost 
a solid mass. 

Observe the people themselves. 

A striking feature of the earlier two 
views is that, almost without 
exception, everyone is wearing a 
hat. In the 1984 views, it is difficult 
to locate even one head that sports 
a hat or cap, even though the day 
these views were taken was a chilly 
November afternoon. Hats were, 
until the 1960s, an expected, almost 
mandatory part of a clothing 
ensemble. Now, hats are rarely 
added to an outfit for purposes of 
decoration or to complete the 
' - “look" of a person's wardrobe. 

S- Hats have become a utilitarian 
;: accessory, used for warmth or 
protection. Long gone are the days 
when Marshall Field's devoted the 
entire 5th floor of the State Street 
side of the store to the millinary 
department. Field's currently uses 
only two sales counters for hat 
display at their flagship store. This 
is a quick and definite change in 
only twenty years. Whether or not 
the disappearance of hats as a 
common fashion accessory is a 
gauge of the increasingly casual 
quality of American society since 
the 1960s, it certainly is a clearly 
visible change ... as these 
photographs show. 


Several other changes to the 
appearance of State street are 
evident in these photographs: the 
looming presence of the Marina 
Towers (finished in 1964) at the 
north end of State Street in view D, 
the addition of trees as part of the 
mall renovation project, the gaudy, 
plastic signs advertising street level 
stores, the exchange of ornate 
street lamps for modern, 
hook-necked lamps, the absence 
of the Roosevelt Theatre on the 
west side of the street. 

The views included in this article 
were intended for use on picture 
postcards, postcards printed and 
distributed by the Curt Teich 
Company of Chicago. The great 
popularity of postcard views 
parallels the increasing availability 
and ease of photography in the 
first decades of the 20th century. 
Postcard views are too often 
overlooked as a resource of 
historic photographs. The images 
in the Curt Teich Collection at the 
Lake County Museum span the 
years 1898-1974 and cover subjects 
both rural and urban all across the 
United States. In addition to the 
postcards themselves, the 
collection also includes much of 
the original photographic work. 

The views of State and Madison 
Streets shown here include one 
easily recognized constant. . . the 
Carson, Pirie, Scott Building. For 
over 80 years, the intricate beauty 
of the northwest corner facade of 
this building has remained almost 
unaltered. All around it, however, 
the look and feel of the city has 
been in a constant state of flux. 
These photographs capture “a 
present that was always instantly 
becoming the past/'B 

1 Mayer, Harold N. and Richard C. 
Wade, Chicago: Growth of a 
Metropolis (Chicago, 1969, p. 216). 



B. Corner of State and Madison Streets , looking 
east. Chicago , 1984. Photo: Jess Smith. 



A. Comer of State and Madison Streets , 
looking east. Chicago , ca. 7905. Curt Teich 
Collection. 
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C. Corner of State and Madison Streets , looking north. Chicago, ca. 1934. Curt Teich Collection. 


join us 


The Curt Teich Postcard Collection needs your 
support to maintain quality preservation of its 
collections and to find new ways of making its 
resources available. 

The project is funded for the first five years of its 
existence. Two of those years have gone by. Your 
membership or donation to the Curt Teich Collection 
will help provide professional staff to care for the 
archives, will aid in the ongoing effort to preserve the 
artifacts through environmental monitoring, 
conservation procedures and materials, and will help 
support methods of bringing this unique material to 
the public through exhibits, publications, and researc h 
services. 

The Curt Teich Postcard Collection at the Lake 
County Museum is a valuable resource of historically 
significant photographs: images that tell the history of 
20th century America. 


Please enroll me as a member of the Curt Teich 
Postcard Collection in the category below: 

Annual memberships: 


Student 

$ 10.00 

Individual 

$ 15.00 

Family/Group 

$ 20.00 

Institutional Nonprofit 

$ 20.00 

Contributing 

$ 35.00 

Sustaining 

$150.00 

Life (One-time payment) 

$500.00 


Benefits of membership include free admission to 
the museum and the Curt Teich Collection, a 
subscription to the Postcard Journal 10% discount in 
the museum store, and a 20% discount on Teich 
Collection research services. 



The Computer, The Collection, 

And You 


by Jane Ulrich 

Have you been wondering what 
the Curt Teich Postcard Collection 
can do for you? Teich Collection 
members include university 
scholars, private historians, railroad 
buffs, state historical societies, 
postcard collectors, students of 
architecture and photography, and 
individual interested parties. 

They want to trace the 
development of trends in 
advertising, transportation, fashion, 
architecture, and photography. 
Sometimes they want to locate one 
or several cards in a certain Teich 
series. Often they want copies of 
views of a particular location at a 
particular time. Their interests are 
as varied as the Collection itself. 
Thanks to our IBM personal 
computer and customized 
software, the Teich Collection — 
and all its treasures — will become 
accessible to our many supporters. 

Use of the computer to catalogue 
the Collection accomplishes an 
important museological purpose as 
well and is, as a matter of fact, a 
perfect example of the computer 
age coming to museums 
everywhere. 

The goals of most museums are to 
preserve, protect, and present to 
the public certain artifacts. This 
involves physical control of the 
collections, usually in the form of 
written descriptive information 
about each artifact. Control by 
visual inspection and memory is 
nearly impossible when the 
artifacts number in the thousands, 
with certain items stored and 
others displayed. 

Because the Teich Collection 
postcards and other artifacts 
number about 4 million and 
because temporary thematic 
exhibits are continually requested 
and prepared, physical control of 
the Teich Collection is a challenge. 

Furthermore, to be useful to 
researchers, information about the 
postcards must be organized in like 


groupings in retrievable fashion. 
This cataloguing process, if done 
on paper or index cards, would 
require an unwieldy volume of 
paper; the retrieval process, too, 
would be time-consuming and 
cumbersome. 

Fortunately, today, state-of-the-art 
collection control and information 
retrieval can be accomplished 
efficiently with a desktop 
computer. 


ADD a postcard 
PRODUCTION NUMBER > 

SUBJECT; 

Major Category > 

Minor Category > 

LOCATION: 

State or Country > 

City or Other > 

Please enter the above Information 


The CRT Entry Screen 


On a CRT screen such as the one 
pictured here, the pertinent 
information about each postcard 
can be entered and subsequently 
retrieved in groupings by 
production code number, subject, 
and location. 

One of our long-range goals in 
administering the Teich Collection 
is to provide for a nominal fee 
computer printout listings of 
postcard views for researchers in 
the subjects of special interest to 
them. 

We were mindful of the diversity 
of our members' interests when we 
designed our computer 
cataloguing program. We based 
our original subject list on our own 
observations of the Collection and 
on the nature of the research 
questions we had received prior to 
that time and on the prototype 
given in a reference manual 


entitled Postcards , The World in 
Miniature: A Plan for Their 
Systematic Arrangement. 

Currently there are 163 major 
code descriptions and 1292 
subcategories in our program, but 
card subjects continually surprise 
us and require the addition of 
subjects to our code list. In 
upcoming issues of the Postcard 
Journal we will reprint selected 
unusual "finds" in the hope that 
you will be as surprised and 
delighted as we were to discover 
these images. 

Cataloguing each card requires a 
decision about that card's most 
important subject. In some cases 
that decision is an easy one. For 
instance, images of an amusement 
park, a post office, or jewelry store 
advertisement are simply 
catalogued under 
AMUSEMENTS/PARKS, FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS/POST 
OFFICES, and ADVERTISING/ 
JEWELRY, respectively. 

However, images of Indians in an 
amusement park, a post office and 
a YMCA on the same card, and a 
typical winter scene from Valdez, 
Alaska (1903), of a dog sled bound 
for the famous Tanana goldfields 
are more complicated, especially 
when the last card mentioned is 
actually an advertisement for one 
man, the town's jeweler and 
optician. 

When the significant feature of a 
postcard subject is more complex, 
the question becomes: Where 
would this card be most accessible 
to a potential researcher? Locating 
a postcard by its production code 
number or geographical location is 
relatively clear-cut, but finding a 
multiple-subject card is more 
challenging. This is why all our data 
entry operators must have a clear 
understanding of what each 
subject description means and why 
we document our most often 
encountered cross-referencing 
suggestions for potential 
researchers. 



Sample Subject Code Listings 

ADVERTISING/FUNERARY 
ALCOHOL/PROHIBITION 
ARCHITECTURE/CURIOUS 
ARTIST, SIGNED/ROSE O'NEILL 
ARTS AND CRAFTS/ 
MISCELLANEOUS 
CLASSROOMS/GRADE SCHOOL 
ELECTIONS/INAUGURATIONS 
EVENTS/LOCAL 
EVENTS/UNIQUE 
FARMS/IRRIGATION 
HISTORIC BUILDINGS/ 

MISC. NATIONAL HISTORY 
HUMOR/VISUAL TRICKS 
INDIANS, NORTH AMERICAN/ 
BURIAL SITES 

INDUSTRY, FOOD/SHIPPING 
INDUSTRY, LUMBER/FLOATS 
LABOR UNIONS/STRIKES 
LANDSCAPES/ 

ROCK FORMATIONS 
MILITARY/HISTORICAL EVENTS 
RAILROAD, SANTE FE/ 

EMPLOYEE STRUCTURES 
RAILROAD, OTHER/TRACKS 
RANCHES/TASKS 
RESIDENCES/MISC. LOCAL 
SIGNIFICANCE 
RUINS/CLIFF DWELLINGS 
SCIENCE/GOVERNMENT 
EXPERIMENTS 
SPORTS/TEAM PICTURES 
STORES/POSTCARD 
STREET VIEWS/GENERAL 
TRANSPORTATION/ 

COVERED WAGON 
TRANSPORTATION/UNUSUAL 
U.S. BLACKS/ 

NEGATIVE RACE RELATIONS 
WARS/WORLD WAR I 
WRITINGS/PERSONAL MESSAGES 


Speaking of potential researchers, 
we would like to share a few more 
examples of this fascinating 
collection and get your feedback 
about how they would be most 
helpful to you. Some of our many 
subject codes are listed here. The 
list includes all candidates for the 
five postcard images pictured. 
Examine each card individually and 
imagine yourself as a researcher 
interested in that image for a 
particular reason. Ask yourself 
what the most significant features 
are. Under what subject listing 
would you be most likely to look if 
you wanted to locate that card? Let 
us know what you think. Well 
reveal which options received the 
most votes in our next issue. 




"Driving Golden Spike" beginning laying track 
for the Mexico-Santa Fe and Perry Traction 
Co., Mexico , Mo., March 7, 1910. Curt Teich 
Collection. 



Happy Homes, Fruits and Flowers in California 
reached by the Golden State Limited, Rock 
Island Lines, c. 1910. Curt Teich Collection. 


Presently, a view's geographic 
location is our most reliable finding 
tool, but the computer cataloguing 
process steadily progresses toward 
our goal of giving you further 
access to the Teich Company's rich 
pictorial images of life in the 20th 
Century. ■ 










GENERAL INFORMATION 

The Lake County Museum is a publicly owned institution 
devoted to collecting, preserving, and interpreting the 
history and geography of Lake County, Illinois from its 
earliest known inhabitants to the present. The Curt Teich 
Postcard Collection is a grant-funded special section of the 
Lake County Museum devoted to collecting, preserving, 
and interpreting postcard views and photographs of 
subjects related to Lake County, Illinois, and the United 
States in the 20th century. 

The Lake County Museum is a department of the Lake 
County Forest Preserve District. 

Location About 40 miles northwest of Chicago in the 

Lakewood Forest Preserve, Route 176 and Fairfield 
Road, Wauconda, Illinois 60084 
(312) 526-7878 Museum 

(312) 526-8638 Curt Teich Collection 

Exhibition Open daily 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Gallery 

Research Monday-Friday by appointment only 

Library 

Admission 50$ for adults, 25<t for students and senior citizens. 
Monday is a free day for all visitors. 

School Tours The museum has an active education program. For 
information about scheduling and cost, call the 
museum office at 526-7878. 

Membership Memberships are available through the 
Lake County Museum Association. 

Curt Teich Office hours 8:30-4:30 Monday-Friday 

Collection Visits to the collection by appointment only. 

The Curt Teich Postcard Collection offers 
separate membership. 

Benefits include free admission to the museum and the 
Teich Collection, a subscription to the Postcard Journal , 
discounts in the museum store and on Teich Collection 
research services. Teich Collection individual 
membership: $15.00family membership: $20.00. Please 
call the Teich Collection offices for information about 
additional membership levels. 
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Afternoon Tea on the Oriental Limited , Great 
Northern Railway, ca. 1906 Curt Teich Collection. 






















